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th at “Mr. Lepel e is 90 copia. 
going to anfinunce the Afghan policy 
of the Government at a public ar in Kabul. The public 
has long been asly waiting to know the intefitions of 
the Government. The Governme nt probably did not deem 
it wise to commit 
the thoughts and intentions of 
that it has decided to declare ite 
assumed that it has already 
viewa. In our opinion it will not 
Afghan sardars what decision wed 
to the settlement of affairs 
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The Mitra Vilas of the 12th April refers to the futur 
* paling ' “Afghan policy announced’ by Mr 
Lopel Griffin at private interviews 
with Wali Muhammad, Hashim Khan, and other Afghan sar- 
dars, and remarks that the scheme looks well enouch, but the 
question is whether the Afghans will approve of it. Every 
thing depends upon their approval. Several schemes were fors 
merly proposed by Government, but none of them satisfied 
them. They are desirous that not only ‘the integrity v of 
Afghanistan should he maintained, but Yakub Khan shonld 
be recalled to Kabul. To yur thinking they will not approve 
of Mr. Lepel Griffin’s scheme, and will persist in their 7 . 
tion towards us. 


NATIVE STATES. 


The Oudk Punch of the 6th April (rep on the Oh 
The Musalmans of Kash- idem) publishes a communicated arti 
mir. cle in Persian verse in which the 
writer states that Kashmir is not now the happy valley which 

it formerly was. Since the province has come in the possess 
of the Dogra family, all the appointments in the publio ts 
vice are held by Hindus. The officials are corrupt and.uneps: 
scientious and oppress the people. During the late fame 
some Musalmans perished from starvation, some emigrate 
into the Panjab, and those who are still in Kashmir re 
great distress. | 


— I f 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 12th April suggests the wins 
scheme to check the increase of pro da 
sional witnesses :— Bach court n io sd 
keep a register in which as soon as it has decided a @ 70 , 
should enter the names of the witnesses who wore | n ve ned 
in that case, their fathers’ names and their castes. 1. ph a | 
sonal marks of the witnesses, which may eee ) 


in identifying them, should be also noted, oa 


ee witnesses. 
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person appears as a witness more ‘than a fixed number of 
times in the district courts within. a prescribed time, he 
should be considered a professional witness, and fined. More- 
over.an enquiry should te made through the police as to his 
character. Professional witnesses are generally men of bad 
character and do not earn their livelihoad by any honest 


means. 


The same paper refers to the agricultural institute which 
has been lately founded at Bijnor by 
1 institute, Sardar Jagat Singh for the improve- 
5 ment of agriculture, and asks the 

zam indars of other districts to follow the example. 


The same paper states that the Board of 8 of the eee 
copies 
The payment of pen North-Western Provinces has lately 

sions. issued a circular empowering the Col- 

lectors to pay a pension at a tahsil instead of at the sudder 

treasury. This change is good - as far as it goes. But it does 

not go far enough. A tahsildar can easily identify the pen- 

sioners who live within the limits of his. territorial jurisdiction. 

It would be well if pensions were puid by tahsildars, Trea- 

sury officers have often been deveived, but no tahsildar can. 

ever be deceived. Moreover, in that. case the pensioners 

would be able to get their pensions enery month, 


The Dabir-i-Hind, Allahabad, of the 1th April, states > 
The tahsildar of Allaha- In our issue of the 27th March we 
bad and the Dabiri-Hind. promised to publish the conversation 
which took place between us and the tahsſldar of Allahabad. 
The following is an abstract of it: 


The tahsildar.—Who is intended by the “new officer” in 
the article published i in the Dabir-i- Hint of the 6th March ? 
Is it 1? 


Tie editor. —1 cannot say what officer is in onded. It 
the article applies to you, it does not matter. | 
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The labolldar.— Do not. be afraid. If 1 am mele 
the “ pew officer,” plainly say 80. 


The editor. Ha ve a anything of which one oad * 
afraid ? 


„ 77 111. * 1 


The tahstldar (gnashing his teeth).—-Yes. Lam not a mere 
tahsildar, I am also a Pathan, and can make use of my ist, 
sword, gun, Xc. 


a, it 


The editor.— Please pardon me. I have done ‘nothing 0 
deserve such ill-treatment. Consider me your well-wisher 
and allow me to do my work in peace. If I shoul be ? 
deterred by your threats from performing my duty, the morte 
ple whose interests I have at heart will suffer. 


The tahsildar,—You speak much, and this provokes.s ny 
anger, I am a tahsildar and can fine you for impertinenes. 


The editor. — cannot help it. If I am not able to pay: 
the fine which you impose upon me, I will raise the money 
by subscription. 


The tahstIdar.—Will you not give up your habit of 4 
lishing complaints ? 1 


The editor. When any authentie news, be it it a.complsiat. 
or praise, reaches me, I will publish it. 355 . eke 


The taheildar.— Have you heard any complaint aguante 


iL bo 
The editor.— Ves. (The editor thinks it unnecessa * 


publish details of the conversation which followed.) 


The same paper states that the Oudh Akhbar of te —_ 

The appointment of aaron * that the 2 
cadets of good family as the North-Western Provinest csi 
8 Oudh repeatedly issued orders 9 
district officers to appoint cadets of good family as PP = 
tices at tahsils, in order that when they have learnt i . 
they may be appointed tahsildars, but owing to 80 ne a * 
or other the orders of the Government were nob 0s rr . 
by the distriot officers. Our W shor ' 5 . | 
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expressly said that the district officers considered the order 
of the Government an ordinary one, and did not pay any 
attention to it. Our contemporary says that the Govern- 

ment has now for the third time drawn the attention ot 
commissioners and collectors to its orders, and asked them 
to appoint only persons of good family tahsildars. We are 
very thankfal to the local Government for this, but the ques- 
tion is whether the district officers will carry out its orders. 
If by persons of goo! family are meant the sons of rich 
zamindars and the sons of well-to-do persons of lower castes, 
the public service is already generally recruited by these 
classes of men. But the men who stand most in need of 
relief are the men who belong to respectable classes, and 
whom want of employment has reduced to poverty. All 
posts whose pay does not exceed Rs. 100 or 200 should be 
bestowed only upon this class of men. If this were done, 
the popular complaint that British rule is unfavourable to the 
respectable classes would vanish. 


The Qaisur-ul- Akhbdr of the 11th April states that the 
The case of the tahafl- Government is passing new resolutions 


dar of Shikohabad. every day to encourage the admission 


of persons of rank and position to the public service, but dis- 
trict officers sometimes do not hesitate to dishonour native offi- 
cials. The tahsitdar of Shikohabad incurred the displeasure 
of the Collector of Mainpuri, and this led to the institution of 
five charges against him in the Magistrate’s Court. As the 
Magistrate was on bad terms with the tahsildar, the cases were 
transferred to the district judge’s eourt. Mr. Muir, the 
Joint Magistrate, and the district Government pleader appear- 
ed on behalf of the Crown, and Messrs. Ross, Conlan, and 
Wood on behalf of the tahsildar. The tahsildar was acquitted 
by the Judge on the 12th March. His expenses in this case 
must have been greater than his entire savings during 
his service. On the 13th of March he sent a petition to the 
Magistrate to effect that he has 9 75 * by the 
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sessions judge and‘ waited for orders. The magistrate replied 
that he had not yet received a copy of the judgment, and that 
he had one more case: pending in his own court agames 
him about which he intended to consult the High Court, ‘and 
asked him to call upon him after ten days. The charges 
brought against the tahsildar were not well founded. tis to 
be regretted that both he and the Government have been 
unnecessarily put to a great deal of expense. Govern 
ment will have to pay him for the time he was under 
suspension. The conduct of the Magistrate is very much 
to blame in this dase. In order to prevent a witness of 
the tahsildar’s from giving evidence at the sessions, the 
magistrate caused a charge to be brought against him and 
summoned him to attend his court on the 16th March, (¢ie.), 
But he did not succeed: in his object. He was obliged to 
defer the hearing of the charge against the witness... He 
suspects the tabsildar's complicity in some other cases, with: 
which he cannot obviously have the least connection: An: 
officer can very easily exaggerate his subordinates’ faults. if 
he pleases. He should always show indulgence towards them. 
The Government should strictly prohibit district officers from 


prosecuting any man on any charge for which sufficient 
evidence does not exist. 41 


„ 
The Mitra Vilas of the 12th April refers to “party 
government in England, and in w. 
‘gard to the present elections remis 
that the Conservatives have done many ohjectionable thifigh) — 
such as the waging of the unjust Afghan war, the saddlin * 

of India with the entire cost of the war, the misappropt ition. 
of the famine insurance fund, the abolition of the 0 ott a ) 


The elections, 


the Arms Act, &o., which 5 affected their popol ; “ ö 
There is reason to think that they will be defeated: it in the the ö 


present struggle for power by the Liberals. Tus 8 e 
should earnestly pray that the Liberals may come ing i 


6 969 ) 
They have lately showh great sympathy with us, and insisted 
strongly on Indian grievances." When they come into office, 
we should pray that they may continue to sympathize with 
us as they have hitherto done. 


The Rahbani-Hind of the 13th April states that at pre- 


sent even if a native chief is idle and 
The natives should be „ 8 


assured that no native luxurious, and oppresses his subjects, 


ill 5 4 ° 8 2 
State willeverbeannexed. 10 right-thinking man. recommends 


him for dethronement: because he is afraid that in the event of 


his dethronement the Government may annex his territories. 
The Government should pass a law to the effect, that if a 
native chief commits a great offence against the paramount 
power or op presses his subjects, he will be deposed from the 
gaddi, and a deserving heir appointed his successor. As 
regards heirs, it should be provided that if a deposed chief 
has no son or daughter, some other relative of his will be 
appointed heir to the gaddi, and that if he has no relative 
whatever, some man of his caste or tribe will be appointed 
his heir. If such a law were passed no man would hesitate 
to complain of the tyranny and oppression of native chiefs, 


The same paper states that the educated youths of India, 
The parliamentary elec- who are sincerely anxious to promote 
won. the liberty and welfare of their coun- 
try, have learnt with great satisfaction that the Liberals have 
obtained a majority in the elections. The Liberals are famous 
for their love of liberty. The return of a Liberal majority 
will lead to a change of the ministry, and perhaps also to that 


ofthe Viceroy. Under the Liberal ministry the Vernacular 
Press Act, and other laws which interfere: with the liberty of 


the people, may be abolished, and the present Afghan policy 
changed. The war has literally exhausted the Indian trea- 
sury. We expect much from the new’ Government. It may 
be possible even to ask for the establishment of a parliament 
in India. IV- is our: earnest prayer that liberty and justice 
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may be the guiding principles of the new eee, and, all 
our hopes may be realized. 


5 pug 


The Pramod Sindhu, Amraoti, of the 12th April, rite 
to the electi ons remarks that the ques- 
tion is whether the Liberals or the 
Conservatives will be victorious. Up to the 20th April; 305 
Liberals and 178 Conservatives were elected. There is reason 
to think that the Liberals will carry the day. If they. get 
into power, there is no doubt that the present policy of 
Government will be greatly changed. The flatires Benet 
took such great interest in parlia mentary elections before as 
they have done on tle present occasion. The cause, of this 
increased interest on their part is that Messrs. Faweett, 
Gladstone, Bright, &., have won their good will by. the 
interest they took in Indian questions in the late parliainent. 
The natives are anxious that their friends should be re-elected. 
As soon as it was known that Mr. Fawcett had not snfi- 
dient money to pay his election expenses, they collected 
subscriptions for the purpose. Moreover Babu Lal ‘Mota 
Ghose has gone to England to appeal to British constitasnicie 
to return such members as are advocates of Indian interest. 
It is a matter of great satisfaction that our countrym u Bave 


now found out the right way nee to obtain assistance from 
parliament. 1333 


9 400 a 
The Bareilly cotrespondent of the Nasim-i-Agraat 

The alleged misconduct 10th April eomplains of the allege 
33 misconduct of the Executive D 
reilly. in charge of the military , ah 
Bareilly, towards a native sub-overseer, who has been gM : 
public service for the last twelve or thirteen years. A serge 
made some complaint to the engineer against the ¢ 20 4060 | 
On this the Engineer began to abuse the overseer. va 
ter remonstrated against this: His remonstrance 2 22 
Engineer more angry, and he beat him with a stick, 008, 


The elections. 


and transferred him from Bareilly... No officer der 


„(1 ) 


to treat his subordinates in this way. The Government should 
take the engineer to task for his misconduct. 0 1 


EDUCATION. 


The Qaisar-ul- Alchbar of ‘the 11th April states that the 
"tas baa students of the Normal School and the 
the Normal School, Bona - boarders who live in the boarding- 
— house at Benares lately suffered greatly 
from sickness. The cause of the sickness appears to be that 
there is no latrine in the school and the boarding-house, and 
consequently the studeuts have to go to a latrine situated at 
the distance of one mile from the school to satisfy the — 
of nature. | 


RAILWAY. 


The Tundla correspondent of the Nasim-i- Agra of the 10th 


April refers to the miscond 
The alleged misconduct P f 8 ene ole 


of a ticket collector to- ticket collector towards a tahsildar at 
wards a tabsildar. Tundla. On the 29th of March when 


the down mail train from Agra arrived at Tundla, the ticket 
collector, who had an old quarrel with the tahsildar, first 
opened the two compartments situated on both sides of the one 
in which the tabsildar was seated. When those compartments 
were empty, he unlocked the tahsildar’s compartment, took 


his ticket from him, and reported him to the Station Master 


for travelling without a ticket. The Station Master went to 
the tahsiidar and enquired about the matter. Some respect- 
able persons (one of whom was an honorary magistrate) told 
him that they saw the ticket collector take the ticket 
from the tahsildar. On this the ticket collector was obliged 
to return the tabsildar’s ticket. The cause of enmity 
between the ticket collector and tahsildar was that some 
time ago when the latter was travelling by railway the former 
put a woman of the sweeper caste into the compartment in 
which some respectable native women were seated, and the 


latter remonstrated with him against this. The tahsildar 5 


will probably prosecute the ticket’ collector for misconduct. 
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The Government should take the rail nner officials to in 
such cases. 


The following is an extract from the Jatpur Gazette of 
The saleof courtfee stampe the 10th April :—“ We would beg 
at railway stations situated to draw the attention of the railway 
. authorities to a very important mat- 
ter which has come to our notice. It is a rule in all railway 
lines that whenever any railway receipts are lost, either by 
the parties themselves or through postal irregularities, ‘the 
parties are required to sign an indemnity bond, and affix 
court-fee stamps rated according to the value of the goods. 
In British territories, the court-fee stamps are easily and 
at all times procurable, so the consignee has no difficulty 
in procuring them, and thus receiving delivery of his goods. 
But in Native States, where court-fee stamps are not pro- 
curable, inconvenience is felt by all parties. For the deten- 
tion of the goods they have to pay demurrage too. The 
railway authorities would do well to make arrangements to 


have the stamps sold at the stations by the booking clerks 
or goods clerks. This would entail no expense upon Govern- 


ment, and would be a great boon to the people.” 


LOCAL. 


The Nir-ul-Anwér, Cawnpore, of the 10th April, in is 


The pleaders at Cawn- local news column, states that wher 
— 1 5 — Mr. Prinsep, the District Judge of | 


court-house. 


locum tenens prohibited the pleaders from sitting in the 


of the court. They did not feel any great inconvenience i * 


sitting in the open air during the cold weather. Some of 
them have already built small rooms for their use at theit 
expense. Some have again begun to sit in the 


the court-house without the permission of the J udge since te 
commencement of the hot weather. But some still. a 1 , nthe 
open air and are exposed to great inconvenience from ae ET 


Cawnpore, went home on leave, his | 


2 =e — 
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and hot winds. The Judge should give free ee to 
the pleaders to sit in the verandah. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Oudh Puuch of the 6th April publishes a small poem, 
ren entitled The Civilized Holi,” which 
‘ 222 1 inthe js in the form of the well known Hin- 
di drama, called’ the Indar Sabha. 
England is represented as Raja Indar; Learning, Civilization, 
and Liberty as the three fairies ; and India as the prince with 
whom Liberty falls in love. 
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